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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING DOROTHY HUGHES

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dorothy Hughes, who died on July 26 at
the age of 80. An activist in Marin County,
California, for 35 years, Dorothy was a leader
who cared deeply about her community and
the people who live in it.

Born in Woodland, California, in 1923 on
her parents’ sheep ranch, she married Dr.
Robert Leake with whom she had eight chil-
dren. She attended Hamlin School in San
Francisco, Stanford University, and, after her
divorce, California State University in Sac-
ramento, where she earned a master's de-
gree. She moved to Marin in 1969.

Best known for her work on behalf of mental
health programs, Dorothy was director of the
Marin Association for Mental Health for two
decades and was instrumental in the develop-
ment of a mental health community care sys-
tem. She also had a passion for children and
youth, peace, human rights, and a goal of cre-
ating a caring world. She was a founder of, or
active in, Community Action Marin, Fairfax-
San Anselmo Children’s Center, Marin Suicide
Prevention Center, Buckelew Houses, Marin
Family Action, Isoji, the Marin Peace and Jus-
tice Coalition, and the Campaign for a
Healthier Community for Children.

Dorothy advocated both behind the scenes
through lobbying and through community orga-
nizing. She was tireless in promoting the
causes that will make our world a better place
for all people, inspiring others with her convic-
tion and forcefulness as well as her warmth.
Her goal was nothing less than “a world that
works for all of us.”

When inducted into the Marin Women’s Hall
of Fame in 1991, Dorothy stated that it was
her dream that one day there would be a pro-
gressive national policy on children and fami-
lies. That is the same dream that inspires me
to introduce legislation addressing the well-
being of our nation’s family and children . . .
knowing that our future depends on them.

Dorothy is survived by her eight children, 17
grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren,
as well as her sister and her niece. She was
very devoted to her family and had moved to
Sacramento last November to be near them.

Mr. Speaker, Dorothy Hughes liked to call
herself “an old radical,” and | can think of no
higher tribute. She was a radical in the best
sense, one who fought for all those in society
who can’t fight for themselves and who be-
lieved that creating a better world through our
children was both necessary and possible. |
join the many people who will miss Dorothy
Hughes’ friendship and bright spirit.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, |
was absent attending to a previously sched-
uled commitment and missed the votes on
Roll Call Number 490, on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on H. Res. 814, the Rule for
S. 878, the Bankruptcy Judgeship Act; Roll
Call Number 491, on H. Res. 814, the Rule for
S. 878, the Bankruptcy Judgeship Act; Roll
Call Number 492, on the Simpson Amendment
to S. 878; Roll Call Number 493, on a Motion
to Recommit S. 878 with Instructions; Roll Call
Number 494, on Passage of H.R. 163, the
Universal National Service Act; Roll Call Num-
ber 495, on Passage of H.R. 2929, the Safe-
guard Against Privacy Invasions Act; and Roll
Call Number 496 on H.R. 5011, on Passage
of the Military Personnel Financial Services
Protection Act.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“Yea” on Roll Call Number 490, “Yea” on Roll
Call Number 491; “Yea” on Roll Call Number
492, “Nay” on Roll Call Number 493; “Nay”
on Roll Call Number 494; “Yea” on Roll Call
Number 495; and “Yea” on Roll Call Number
496.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE BETTER
FUTURE FOR AMERICAN FAMI-
LIES ACT

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Better Future for
American Families Act. This legislation will
help increase access for low- and moderate-
income American families to private retirement
investments. Families are struggling to make
ends meet and this tax credit will give them an
extra incentive to invest in their future.

Since Social Security was created in 1934,
the model for retirement savings has been a
three-legged stool. The three legs of that stool
are: Social Security benefits, private pensions,
and personal savings and investment. Without
one of those legs, the stool wobbles. As
Reinhard A. Hohaus, an early private-sector
authority on Social Security, explained, “Each
(leg) has its own function to perform and need
not, and should not, be competitive with the
others. When soundly conceived, each class
of insurance can perform its role better be-
cause of the other two classes.” Unfortunately,
some are advocating for a significant weak-
ening of Social Security by taking funds away
from this leg of the stool by allowing workers
to invest some of their Social Security taxes in

personal accounts. Instead of weakening So-
cial Security, | propose that we strengthen in-
centives for all Americans to invest in their re-
tirement.

For years, Americans worked their entire ca-
reers with one company and could rely on a
generous pension coupled with Social Security
benefits to provide for a comfortable retire-
ment. This is no longer the case. Workers
change jobs more often, pensions have be-
come less reliable in this world of Enron ac-
counting, and the Social Security trust fund
will be strained by the retirement of the baby
boomers. In this environment, workers should
be investing in individual retirement accounts,
but due to rising costs in housing, health care,
and other necessities, many families are no
longer able to save for the future. While Con-
gress has passed laws to create IRAs and
401(k) plans to encourage investment, more
than 90 percent of the tax benefits the federal
government offers to help families save go to
households earning more than $50,000. We
need to broaden these incentives to include all
Americans, especially those whose struggle to
cope with the costs of living here and now are
causing them to ignore their future financial
security.

One of the most sensible tax credits en-
acted by the Economic Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001 was the Saver’s
Credit, which offered low- and moderate-in-
come workers up to a dollar-for-dollar credit
for contributions to an individual retirement ac-
count or a qualified employer-sponsored plan.
The credit phases out rapidly as income rises,
so this is truly a tax break for middle class
Americans. Unfortunately, this tax credit is
scheduled to expire in 2006. Even worse, as
the Republican majority tries to extend every
other tax cut from 2001, to the benefit of the
wealthiest, this expiring tax credit for middle
class Americans is being ignored.

My legislation would make the Saver's
Credit permanent and would significantly ex-
pand the program to give help to millions by
increasing benefits for families earning less
than $50,000. Additionally, although 57 million
taxpayers are eligible for the maximum credit
on paper, 80 percent of them cannot actually
benefit because they do not have income tax
liability. These families need as much help as
anyone and my legislation would make them
eligible for the Saver's Credit by making it a
refundable tax credit.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that this tax credit is
the most fiscally responsible avenue for Con-
gress to encourage personal savings and en-
sure that American families have financial se-
curity during their retirement years. Stripping
money from Social Security only shifts the
wobbling leg of the stool. This legislation
would strengthen all legs and provide a solid
foundation for retirement for all Americans. |
encourage all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting this legislation.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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RECOGNIZING THE SONOMA
INDEX-TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize and honor the
Sonoma Index-Tribune Newspaper, which has
been selected as the Business of the Year by
the Sonoma Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Over its 125 year history, this family-owned
newspaper has won hundreds of national,
state and local awards: including First Place
for Best Local News Coverage by the National
Newspaper Association in 2004, the Environ-
mental Business Award from the Sonoma
Ecology Center in 2003-2004, the Howard
Grothe Award for Progressive Contributions to
Newspaper Advertising from the California
Newspaper Advertising Executives Association
in 2002, the James Madison Freedom of Infor-
mation Award for Investigative Journalism
from the California Newspaper Advertising Ex-
ecutives Association in 2001, the Lincoln Stef-
fens Investigative Reporting award from
Sonoma State University and the Sonoma
County Press Club in 2001, the Justice F.
Craemer Newspaper Executive of the Year
Award to Bill Lynch from the California Press
Association in 2001, the Sonoma Valley Hos-
pital Foundation Award in 2001 and the Com-
munity Partnership Award from the Sonoma
Valley Education Foundation in 1999.

The Index-Tribune was selected to receive
this award not only because of its journalistic
excellence but also because the paper and
the Lynch Family contribute to the community
in many other ways.

The newspaper has been an exemplary em-
ployer and has been a training ground for
many fine journalists throughout its history.

Over the years the paper has contributed
hundreds of thousands of dollars of free ad-
vertising space to non-profit organizations
serving the Sonoma Valley. CEO and Presi-
dent Bill Lynch and his brother, CFO and Pub-
lisher Jim Lynch have personally contributed
countless hours to a variety of community or-
ganizations, including the Hanna Boys Center,
the Valley of the Moon Boys and Girls Club,
Sonoma Valley Hospital, Field of Dreams,
Maxwell Park and the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, through its industry excellence,
its community involvement and its employment
practices, the Sonoma Index-Tribune has
earned a position of prestige in the Sonoma
Valley. It is appropriate for us today to honor
Bill and Jim Lynch, the paper and its many
employees both past and present.

———————

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL RICH-
ARD D. MURRAY USAF (RET) ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF UNI-
FORMED SERVICES

HON. STEVE BUYER
OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 6, 2004
——
Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a great American patriot and tireless
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worker on behalf of our military, veterans and
dependents.

Major General Richard D. Murray, USAF
(Ret), is retiring as the President of the Na-
tional Association for Uniformed Services
(NAUS), an association that he has led for the
last six years. In and out of uniform, General
Murray has displayed longstanding dedication
to our great country in a career that spans
over 50 years. For over a half century, Gen-
eral Murray has championed countless causes
on behalf of the people who comprise the mili-
tary community.

| first met General Murray just after his ar-
rival at NAUS in 1998 where he immediately
reiterated NAUS’ emphasis on improving the
military health system. He aggressively sought
changes in law that would ensure that active
duty and military retirees receive the high-
quality healthcare that they earned. Despite
stiff opposition from the Department of De-
fense, General Murray pressed hard for the
government to honor the lifetime medical care
promise and for the Department of Defense to
implement a realistic pharmacy benefit for its
Medicare-eligible beneficiaries, initiatives that |
strongly supported and led as a member of
the House Armed Services Committee and
Veterans Affairs Committee. General Murray
also initiated NAUS’ unique programs such as
the “NAUS Misfortune 500” program to assist
lower income retirees with the high cost of
their prescription drugs.

| have especially enjoyed his leadership and
support for legislation | authored called
“TRICARE For Life” and the Senior Pharmacy
Program. His support was important to our ef-
fort and our veterans owe him a debt of grati-
tude.

General Murray was born in Shreveport,
Louisiana, and graduated from Baylor Univer-
sity, Waco, Texas in 1954. He received his
commission through the University’s Air Force
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps in March
1954.

General Murray served 31 years in the
United States Air Force. During his distin-
guished career in the Air Force, he served in
various assignments in the United States and
overseas in positions of increasing responsi-
bility. His last assignment was as Commander,
Army and Air Force Exchange Service from
1981 to 1985. After retiring he continued to
serve as the President of the American Logis-
tics Association.

His military decorations and awards include
the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of
Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, Joint Service Commendation

Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with
one oak leaf cluster, Republic of Vietnam
Armed Forces Honor Medal First Class and
Republic of Vietham Air Service Medal Honor
Class.

| wish General Murray and his wife my very
best as they devote time to their children and
grandchildren.

In closing, General Murray is a man worthy
of Congressional distinction in his private life
and in the uniform that he has worn so honor-
ably. | salute him. Job well done, my friend.

October 7, 2004
HONORING EDWARD UEBER

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Edward Ueber, a dedicated public serv-
ant and a passionate defender of our nation’s
marine resources. He is a man with a wide
range of marine experiences, an inquiring
mind, and a can-do attitude—all attributes that
he has brought to bear in a 28-year career
working first for the National Marine Fisheries
Service and then the National Marine Sanc-
tuary Program, where until recently he has
served as the longtime manager of the Gulf of
the Farallones and Cordell Bank National Ma-
rine Sanctuaries.

Ed Ueber has sea salt in his veins. As a
teenager in the fifties he was a fisherman and
seafood merchant. In the next twenty-five
years he navigated and piloted Navy sub-
marines and Merchant Marine ships, worked
at a shipyard, earned an advanced degree in
fisheries resource economics and manage-
ment, consulted for the government of Brazil
on fisheries management and was a Univer-
sity of Connecticut researcher.

With all of this nautical background, the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service was lucky to
have him come aboard as a fisheries econo-
mist in 1976. During that period, Ed published
a number of peer review papers on a wide
range of fisheries and resource issues.

By the late '80s Ed Ueber had amassed a
wealth of experiences that for most people
would have been a career in itself. But in
1990, when Ed was appointed the Manager of
the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine
Sanctuary and a year later Manager of the
brand new Cordell Bank National Marine
Sanctuary, he began to take on legendary sta-
tus. Ed Ueber, the resources economist, rolled
up his sleeves and once again became a sail-
or, making the rounds of the sometimes-rough
waters of the two Sanctuaries, and navigating
the political shoals onshore.

Ed successfully fought a plan to indirectly
dump wastewater into the Gulf of the
Farallones; dealt with several oil spills, and a
forgotten radioactive dumpsite at sea. At the
same time, he brought the Sanctuary program
to the public by creating the first Marine Sanc-
tuary Beach Watch program, the SEALS har-
bor seal protection and education program,
the Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association
and opening three visitor centers.

Ed also upheld the Sanctuary program’s sci-
entific mission with an intertidal monitoring
program, a new ecosystem oceanographic
evaluating system, and deep-sea studies.

He was and is immensely knowledgeable,
with a disarming and impish sense of humor.
And with those who would threaten the Sanc-
tuary’s resource he is a skillfull negotiator and
tough when he has to be. He is a communi-
cator who can speak the language of re-
searchers, fishermen, environmentalists,
beach lovers—and even bureaucrats if he
really tries.

Ed Ueber’s love of the ocean and its crea-
tures manifests itself in fierce protectiveness.
He personifies the ideals of the National Ma-
rine Sanctuary Program.

This week as we honor the 15th Anniver-
sary of the Cordell Bank National Marine
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Sanctuary, one of the most biologically pro-
ductive underwater areas on the planet, | also
honor Ed Ueber, its first manager, a man to
match the bounteous and awe-inspiring re-
source he has protected for so many years.

———

IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 163, THE
UNIVERSAL NATIONAL SERVICE
ACT

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | regret that a
previous commitment prevented me from
being present to vote on H.R. 163, Mr. Ran-
gel’s Universal National Service Act.

This proposal would require that all young
persons in the United States, including
women, perform a period of military service or
a period of civilian service for the national de-
fense and homeland security. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

Both the President and the Secretary of De-
fense have stated on more than one occasion
that there is no need for a draft for the War
on Terrorism or any likely contingency, such
as lrag. | believe the All-Volunteer Military
Force has operated effectively for over thirty
years. | fully agree with the Administration that
there is no need for a military draft, and | do
not support the Rangel bill.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL W. NYE
HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. LARSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and offer my congratulations to Mr.
Michael (Mike) W. Nye, Director of Investiga-
tions, Office of Inspector General of the House
of Representatives, for his outstanding career
and service to the House of Representatives
for the past six years, and to the Federal Gov-
ernment for thirty-two years. Mike will be retir-
ing from the House this month after previously
serving as a judge advocate in the U.S. Air
Force, from which he retired in the rank of
Colonel. Prior to joining the House Office of
Inspector General, he also served as Counsel
to the Inspector General of the Marine Corps.
During his career, he gained widespread legal
experience and has provided invaluable coun-
sel to the House Inspector General and his
colleagues at the House on a wide range of
legal issues.

Mike put his skills to good use at the House
and his advice and counsel has been widely
sought as we strive to continuously improve
controls and security over the financial and
administrative operations of the House. His
energy and “can do” attitude were an example
to all of us and his keen insights into legal
matters helped assure that the Office of In-
spector General’s reports consistently met our
needs by providing candid and reliable advice
on all aspects of House operations.

Always the consummate professional, Mike
will be sorely missed by all of his colleagues,
but he can take pride and satisfaction in his
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service to our great nation. Truly, Mike was
one of those rare individuals who made a real
difference by improving every organization in
which he served. Once again Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate Mike on his career
and outstanding service to the House, and to
wish him, and his lovely wife Judy, much hap-
piness as they pursue new challenges in re-
tirement.
————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CALIFORNIA
HIGHWAY PATROL AND THE CHP
OF LAKE COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
we rise today to pay tribute to the California
Highway Patrol (CHP) in Lake County, Cali-
fornia.

For the past 75 years, the CHP has had the
motto “Safety, Security and Service.” This re-
flects the mission and the intent of the CHP in
Lake County.

The Lake County CHP consists of 32 uni-
formed members and five civilians. They are
commanded by Lieutenant D.R. Hayward. In
addition, a Vehicle Theft Investigator, Mobile
Commercial Vehicle Inspector and a Motor
Carrier Specialist are permanently deployed in
the Lake County region. They are responsible
for traffic and general law enforcement on
roadways that cover 1825 square miles.

The Lake County CHP’s commitment to the
citizens of Lake County includes a very suc-
cessful community outreach program. This
program combines a dedicated community
outreach officer along with Senior Volunteers
and Explorers who act as a conduit for not
only the general community but the Native
American communities to interact with the De-
partment and voice their concerns.

The Lake County CHP won the 2003 Cali-
fornia Chief's Challenge as well as recognition
for the 2003 Pedestrian Safety Corridor grant
which was successful in reducing fatal colli-
sions to zero during the duration of the grant.

The commander has implemented a collec-
tive program with Caltrans to continuously
identify and mitigate any safety related high-
way designs. This program has had a quantifi-
able effect on reducing collisions and increas-
ingl_traffic safety within the community. o

herefore, Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is
most appropriate that we acknowledge and
honor the CHP in Lake County for their serv-
ice to the community. The CHP of Lake Coun-
ty has established a standard of dependability,
bravery and hard work that should be followed
in all communities.

——

HONORING MS. ELSA BIRCHWOOD
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT AS DIRECTOR OF THE
CHIEF OF THE ARMY RESERVE’S
STAFF GROUP

HON. STEVE BUYER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
note the departure of a great lady and a good
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friend, Ms. Elsa Birchwood, the Director of the
Chief of the Army Reserve’s Staff Group. For
the past ten years, Ms. Birchwood served as
a superb leader, counselor, mentor, and con-
fidant not only within her own office, but also
earned the respect from other components of
the Department of Defense. She served with
great distinction in a full military career that
began with her enlistment in the Active Army,
duty as a drill sergeant, and ultimately as a
commissioned officer in the Active Guard and
Reserve Program. Throughout this period, she
proved herself to be an outstanding leader
and thoroughly professional staff officer of
great experience and compassion.

Ms. Birchwood’s loyalty and reputation led
to her return to Federal service in January
1994 as a civilian military personnel manage-
ment specialist in the Office of the Chief, Army
Reserve. She applied her skills to her con-
gressional liaison activities, the White House
and Executive Branch agencies. She was an
invaluable point of contact for legislative mat-
ters and always made herself available to
Members of Congress and their staffs. She re-
sponded rapidly to inquiries regarding Army
Reserve programs and policies and individual
personnel management problems. Her cooper-
ative spirit, determination and perseverance
gained her and the Department of Defense
many friends and much good will.

Ms. Birchwood’s reputation for candor and
integrity spread throughout the Reserve com-
munity and senior leadership in the Wash-
ington area. By the time she was appointed
the Director of the Chief, Army Reserve’s Staff
Group, she had become something of a leg-
end and a cultural hero as an advisor to the
Chiefs of the Army Reserve, other general offi-
cers, and their staffs. She was an enlightened
manager, anticipating emerging issues before
they impeded the agency’s involvement in the
Global War on Terror.

Despite myriad demands on her time, Ms.
Birchwood always responded with detailed ad-
vice and refreshing candor. She mentored her
subordinates and assisted in their professional
development. She took personal and profes-
sional responsibility to prepare those she su-
pervised to perform up to their potential and
she never shirked that responsibility. She was
at once enthusiastic and practical, offering
long-range advice and suggesting specific im-
mediate courses of action for achieving pro-
fessional goals and objectives.

At the end of the day, Elsa Birchwood
stands as a splendid role model for all who
aspire to meaningful public service. She
served her country well as a private soldier
and officer, and as a distinguished civil serv-
ant. She rose to the grade of GS-15 and
served with great distinction as a supervisor,
mentor, counselor, and friend. Elsa never for-
got that she was first a soldier. Elsa Birch-
wood deserves our thanks, and | salute her
lifetime of service to America. We are proud of
you and your legacy is now the standard. Job
well done, my friend.
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RECOGNIZING SPIRIT OF JACOB
MOCK DOUB AND EXPRESSING
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT ‘“NA-
TIONAL TAKE A KID MOUNTAIN
BIKING DAY SHOULD BE ESTAB-
LISHED IN JACOB MOCK DOUB’S
HONOR

SPEECH OF

HON. RICHARD BURR

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 5, 2004

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of the resolution, and do so on behalf of
the 400 members of the International Moun-
tain Bicycling Association in North Carolina, as
well as the 1,500 members of affiliated cycling
clubs.

It is appropriate that the House is consid-
ering this resolution today. On Saturday,
I.LM.B.A. brought together kids and adults
across the country to hold the first “National
Take A Kid Mountain Biking Day.”

According to the Surgeon General, the per-
centage of youth that are overweight has
nearly tripled in the last twenty years. Fore-
casts predict that the current generation of our
children could actually have a shorter life ex-
pectancy than their parents. Childhood obesity
is reaching epidemic proportions. Overweight
adolescents have a 70% chance of becoming
overweight or obese adults. NIH research indi-
cates that the large increase in childhood obe-
sity rates can be traced to overeating and a
lack of exercise.

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, was drafted in
memory of Jack Doub, an avid teenage moun-
tain biker who had a passion for introducing
others to the sport. Jack saw the need for kids
to get off the couch, get outside, and get
some exercise. After being introduced to
mountain biking at age 11 near Grandfather
Mountain, North Carolina, he won almost
every cross-country race he entered for two
years. Between the ages of 14 and 17, he be-
came a top national-level downhill and slalom
competitor. He actively encouraged others—
particularly kids—to ride bicycles. He was a
leader in every sense of the word.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

——————

UNIVERSAL NATIONAL SERVICE
ACT OF 2003

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 163, a bill to re-instate the
draft. | oppose the draft and do not want to
see it brought back.

| added my name to this bill in order to pro-
mote an open, honest public discussion of the
personnel crisis facing our military today, and
in that sense | welcome today’s vote. It is un-
fortunate, however, that H.R. 163 is being
brought to the floor with only a few hours no-
tice, depriving the American public of the ex-
tended exploration this problem deserves.

It is not a coincidence that today’s vote is
taking place as public uneasiness is rising with
regard to the draft. It is obvious to everyone
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that the demands of military operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan are narrowing the Administra-
tion’s options. Our regular divisions and bri-
gades are stretched to the limit. The Reserve
and National Guard are being drawn upon to
the point where they now comprise nearly half
of all U.S. troops in Iraqg. Stop loss is the order
of the day, holding servicemen and women in
uniform past their discharge dates. We're even
dipping into the Individual Ready Reserve,
calling up people who have completed not
only their active duty obligations, but their ac-
tive reserve obligations as well. Under these
circumstances, the growing suspicions of the
Administration’s intentions in regard to a draft
are well-founded.

In fact, | have found confirmation of those
suspicions. KITV television news of Honolulu
reported last night on a February 11, 2003,
Selective Service System document which
was provided to me recently and which | have
shared with several of my colleagues. Judging
from its contents, it appears to be a memo
prepared for a meeting between the Acting Di-
rector of the Selective Service, the Principal
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, and other senior De-
fense and Selective Service officials. The doc-
ument takes note of critical shortages of mili-
tary personnel with certain skills and raises
the idea of drafting them to alleviate the short-
ages.

Features of this “bring back the draft”
memo include:

—Draft registration for women as well as
men;

—Registration of all citizens and resident
aliens between the ages of 18 and 34;

—Require registrants to submit periodic up-
dates of their skills and education up to the
age of 35;

—Draftees would be sent not only into the
military, but also to the Department of Home-
land Security, state, and municipal govern-
ment agencies; and

—Suggests the House and Senate Armed
Services Committees be asked to pass legis-
lation to bring back this expanded draft.

The public deserves the chance to fully con-
sider and discuss these radical ideas and par-
ticipate meaningfully in any decision to adopt
such drastic steps to address the very real
personnel needs of our military forces stem-
ming from the demands of multiple deploy-
ments to Irag, Afghanistan, and beyond. Bring-
ing H.R. 163 to the floor for a vote without
hearings, without warning, deprives the Nation
and the Congress of an opportunity for that full
consideration and discussion.

Right now we have a back door draft,
euphemistically called stop loss orders, that
keeps troops in uniform even after their enlist-
ments are over. At the same time, we are put-
ting our National Guard and Reserve under in-
tolerable strain, keeping them on active duty
far longer than they or their families could
have anticipated.

One of the most frustrating aspects of these
problems is that they were foreseeable. Gen-
eral Eric Shinseki, then Army Chief of Staff,
accurately predicted we would need far more
troops than the Administration was willing to
commit to occupy Iraq. He was publicly con-
demned by the Administration for telling the
truth. | voted against the Iraq war because,
among other reasons, it was clear the Admin-
istration was unwilling to send enough troops
to pacify that country after the initial military
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attack. Paul Bremer, the former chief of the
Coalition Provisional Authority, just confirmed
that fact in a speech yesterday.

If we are to meet this troop strength crisis,
a serious and open discussion needs to take
place involving the public, elected leaders, and
senior national security officials. The Adminis-
tration wants to operate in secret in order to
hide that discussion from the public. Bringing
H.R. 163 to the floor for a vote is a partial vic-
tory for public discussion, a reflection of the
public’s insistent concern over the issue. On
the other hand, the furtive way in which it was
brought to the floor is a partial victory for
those who want to keep the issue in the shad-
ows.

We have been dealing with this matter for
years in the Armed Services Committee. Dur-
ing the 14 years that | have served on the
Committee, the questions have never been as
urgent as they are now:

—What happens if a quick victory in Iraq is
elusive, and we remain there for years to
come?

—What troop strength levels and mix of ac-
tive, National Guard, and Reserves will be
needed in the coming years?

—~Can the all-volunteer military keep its
ranks filled?

—If not, what options does the nation have?

—How can we get better pay, benefits, and
quality of life improvements to attract and re-
tain enough troops and their families?

As a member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, | work on a daily basis with my col-
leagues and military leaders in the search for
answers. It is a long and often difficult proc-
ess. Its worth is measured in improvements in
the lives of our fighting men and women, their
families, and our veterans.

| was proud to vote for badly needed equip-
ment like Humvee armor protection and
stronger body armor for troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. | have championed better military
family housing for troops based in my home
state of Hawaii and around the globe. | was
one of the authors of the Tricare for Life bill,
which provides military retirees with the health
coverage they were promised when they en-
listed.

What solutions are offered by those who
want to pretend we don’t face a military per-
sonnel crisis? Do they support the Administra-
tion’s covert moves—despite public denials—
to restart the draft? What do they have to say
about the stop loss orders that deny thou-
sands of troops and their families the post-
service opportunities they were led to expect?
How do they propose to deal with our over-re-
liance on the National Guard and Reserves,
which are already strained to the limit? Most
importantly, will they discuss these issues fully
and openly, or do they want them decided in
secret?

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE FRANK
FOX

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, today in
the U.S. Virgin Islands, on my island of St.
Croix, residents from all walks of life will gath-
er to remember and pay tribute to Frank J.
Fox.
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Frank Fox was the president of the St. Croix
Chamber of Commerce from 2002 to 2003.
But his service to St. Croix and the entire Ter-
ritory did not begin or end there. He lent his
time and talents to a variety of task forces,
commissions and committees such as the
Governor's Economic Development Com-
mittee, The Cruise Ship Task Force, the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary, the Navy League, the
Landmark Society, Our Town Frederiksted,
and St. Croix Friends of Denmark to name but
a few. He was also a member of Rotary Mid
Island.

But even beyond these Frank and his be-
loved wife, Beverly were everywhere. They
truly adopted St. Croix as home, and did ev-
erything they could to make it a better, and
more vibrant place for everyone.

Mr. Speaker, Regrettably, due to pressing
matters up here, | will not be there at the me-
morial service. And | know that this is where
Frank would insist that | be.

Frank lent his expertise to me, during a very
difficult political time—when | had introduced
and was shepherding the bill to create a Chief
Financial Officer for the Virgin Islands. Often
as he offered his opinion or advice, he would
preface it with “For whatever it is worth.” | can
tell you, and others who benefited from his
counsel would attest, whatever he said was
worth a lot!

| had the pleasure of serving with Frank on
the VI EpsCor (Virgin Islands Experimental
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research),
where he was the first Chairman. He gave
generously of his time, and expertise, and led
us through a very successful launching in
which the University received the first ever
grant to a territory.

He will be fondly remembered for all of the
above, but never more than every August
when we as a community gather to greet new
teachers. It was during his tenure as Chamber
president that this activity, which is now tradi-
tion, began. It demonstrates the depth of his
insight into what is important to the future of
the Virgin Islands, and more importantly his
commitment to that future. He knew and
showed us through his life and service, the im-
portance of the “village,” and its responsibility
to our children.

Mr. Speaker, we were all shocked to hear
that this man, so full of life, had left us. We
will always be grateful for his friendship, and
for his service to our community.

We send our heartfelt condolences to his
wife Beverly and his family. And we thank her
for sharing this wonderful man with us so gen-
erously.

————

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARY TOWLES
SASSEEN WILSON

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the legacy of Mrs. Mary Towles
Sasseen Wilson, a distinguished native of
Henderson, Kentucky, which | have the pleas-
ure of representing in the House. In recog-
nizing Mrs. Wilson, we also pay tribute to all
mothers in this great Nation, as she is respon-
sible in large part for the origination of the
Mother’s Day holiday.
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In 1860, Mrs. Wilson was born Mary Towles
Sasseen in western Kentucky. She spent most
of her life in Henderson as a school teacher.
Had she never become involved in the devel-
opment and spread of Mother's Day, she still
would have been recalled fondly by many
western Kentuckians as a tireless, caring, and
effective educator.

However, Wilson’s story was not to end
there. Spurred by the love and devotion she
felt for her own mother, in 1887 Mary Sasseen
held her first public Mother's Day celebration
at the Center Street School in Henderson. In
1893 she published and dedicated to her
mother a pamphlet entitled Mother’'s Day Cele-
bration, which defined the holiday and sug-
gested readings and activities suitable for its
celebration.

In subsequent years she worked diligently
toward the introduction of Mother’'s Day obser-
vations at schools and towns in Kentucky and
elsewhere. When Sasseen attempted in 1899
to become one of the region’s earliest female
elected officials by running for Superintendent
of Public Instruction, commentary regarding
the campaign cited her as ‘“the author and
originator of Mother’s Day.”

Although Sasseen’s attempts to win elective
office failed, she continued to work for the fur-
therance of Mother’'s Day in America. In 1904
she married Judge William Marshall Wilson
and moved to Freeport, Florida, which was to
be the site of her untimely death in 1906. Less
than a decade later, in response to the efforts
of other notable Mother's Day advocates in
the tradition of Mrs. Wilson, President Wood-
row Wilson signed a joint resolution desig-
nating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s
Day.

Mrs. Wilson’s efforts were recognized by the
Kentucky General Assembly in 1926, when it
passed a resolution acclaiming Mary Towles
Sasseen as “the originator of the idea of the
celebration of Mother's Day” and giving her
credit for “her splendid work in attempting to
bring to the minds of children everywhere the
full admiration, respect, and love due our
mothers.”

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that these are efforts
no less worthy of commendation today than
when they were first carried out and honored
over a century ago. It is my distinct pleasure
to bring to the attention of this House the
noteworthy legacy of Mrs. Wilson and all of
the mothers she worked so hard to honor.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5, 2004, | was unavoidably detained and
missed the last vote of the day. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea” on H.R.
5011, the Military Personnel Financial Serv-
ices Protection Act.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DEBORAH PRYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on the
legislative day of Tuesday, October 5, 2004,
the House had a vote on rollcall 494, on H.R.
163, a bill to provide for the common defense
by requiring that all young persons in the
United States, including women, perform a pe-
riod of military service or a period of civilian
service in furtherance of the national defense
and homeland security, and for other pur-
poses. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

The House also had a vote on rollcall 495,
on H.R. 2929, a bill to protect users of the
Internet from unknowing transmission of their
personally identifiable information through
spyware programs, and for other purposes
and rollcall 496, on H.R. 5011, a bill to prevent
the sale of abusive insurance and investment
products to military personnel. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on both.

HONORING CITY OF MONTEVIDEO

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the City of Montevideo
who received the National Civic League 2004
All-America City Award.

The City of Montevideo is located in the
southern part of the 7th Congressional District
of Minnesota, where the prairie meets the Min-
nesota River Valley. Montevideo is a small
rural community that has made a large impact
in the surrounding area and through the Na-
tion.

Although | have only represented Monte-
video for a short period, they have been a
shining example of a progressive community
that has been able to keep their identity in a
changing world. Most people round these
parts have a mutual respect for preserving the
outdoors while balancing economic growth
and development. People who live in Monte-
video maintain a quality of life filled with family
and civic responsibilities. They take pride in
public service and volunteering.

If the All-America City Award is described
as “. . . a Nobel Prize for constructive citizen-
ship,” then the City of Montevideo is an excel-
lent example. The All-America City Award en-
courages and recognizes civic excellence,
honoring the communities in which citizens,
government, business, and non-profit organi-
zations demonstrate successful resolution of
critical community issues.

Whether you are picnicking along the Chip-
pewa River or biking aside the Minnesota
River, the City of Montevideo is a wonderful
example of what a community is supposed to
be. | am proud to represent the City of Monte-
video and congratulate them on their out-
standing performance among a Nation of com-
munities.
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TRIBUTE TO COY DEAN FORTSON

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Coy Dean Fortson who regret-
fully passed away recently. A life-long resident
of Berrien County, Michigan, Coy was a dedi-
cated family man whose extensive charity and
dedication to local individuals and the commu-
nity as a whole made southwest Michigan an
even greater place to live and grow.

Coy valiantly served his country in the U.S.
Air Force during the Korean War, and was a
member of the Air Force Reserves for more
than 30 years. Over his inspiring career at the
Whirlpool Corporation, Coy helped to improve
the lives of countless individuals who had the
fortune of crossing his path. There is no ques-
tion that Coy’s passion for the betterment of
our corner of Michigan will be greatly missed.
He undoubtedly touched many lives as a
member of Berrien County’s FEMA Emer-
gency Planning and Response Team. Coy
also served on the Board of Directors for the
local public library, where he spent many
hours volunteering in order to expand the
availability of educational resources for our ex-
tended community.

On behalf of the Sixth District of Michigan,
our prayers and sincere regards go out to
Coy’s family and friends—he will certainly be
deeply missed.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO GREATER
TULSA AREA HISPANIC AFFAIRS
COMMISSION

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to ex-
tend my congratulations to the Greater Tulsa
Area Hispanic Affairs Commission in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, for 25 years of service to the His-
panic community.

Then Mayor, James M. Inhofe, and Jack
and Aurora Ramirez Helton formed the Great-
er Tulsa Area Hispanic Affairs Commission in
1979. A city ordinance and county resolution
were enacted so that the Commission would
continue in the future. In 1979 only a few cit-
ies in the United States had such a commis-
sion. The Commission’s current work includes
annual youth exchanges and adult exchanges,
which are an established part of their partner-
ship with Tulsa’s Eisenhower International
School. Eisenhower has the United States’
only elementary school international exchange
program in its relationship with San Luis
Potosi’s Instituto Cervantes.

May the commission have many more years
of such valuable community service and pros-

perity.
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HONORING TAIWAN PRESIDENT
CHEN SHUI-BIAN

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in honoring Taiwan President, Chen
Shui-bian, and his people on the occasion of
their October 10 National Day.

In the past two decades, Taiwan has truly
emerged as a model Asian country. Secretary
Powell said it well when he remarked, “Taiwan
has become a resilient economy, a vibrant de-
mocracy and a generous contributor to the
international community.” In fact, Taiwan’s
economy is the 16th largest in the world. One
third the size of Virginia, Taiwan produces a
Gross National Product that is four-fifths the
size of Australia’s.

In addition, Taiwan’s democracy gives its
people a full range of political and civil rights,
including freedom of speech and assembly.
Taiwan also contributes to international
causes. For example, in the last 10 years, Tai-
wan has given $100 million dollars to 78 coun-
tries and Taiwan is now providing a significant
amount of humanitarian assistance to refu-
gees in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan has become a close
friend of the United States. Our relationship
with Taiwan is multifaceted and wide-ranging.
While we do not have formal diplomatic rela-
tions with Taiwan, our mutual relationship has
been able to flourish over many years. The
United States and Taiwan have many com-
mon interests and shared values. Taiwan has
been supportive of the United States, including
our efforts in the war against global terror. In
turn, the United States should help Taiwan re-
turn to the World Health Organization and the
United Nations and commit ourselves to the
Taiwan Relations Act, thus assuring Taiwan’s
security.

It is clear to us that the 23 million people of
Taiwan prefer the status quo in the Taiwan
Strait. They prefer peace, stability and contin-
ued prosperity instead of dramatic changes
that might undermine or endanger what they
have achieved. To reflect the will of the peo-
ple, in his May 20 inaugural address to the
Taiwanese people, Taiwan President Chen
Shui-bian was very conciliatory toward China
and offered to open talks with China without
pre-conditions. In fact, he did not rule out any
form of relationship with China as long as it
would be acceptable to the people of Taiwan.
During this difficult time, the United States
should support Taiwan’s security, dignity and
sovereignty. We should listen to the 23 million
people of Taiwan and heed their desire for
continued peace and democracy.

Mr. Speaker, in closing | wish to congratu-
late Taiwan ambassador, Dr. David Lee, and
the people of Taiwan on their National Day
and wish them every success in their year-end
legislative elections.
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RECOGNIZING GARY, INDIANA
MEMBERS OF NAACP

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to recognize and commend the
members of the Gary, Indiana branch of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). On Friday, October
15, 2004, the Gary NAACP will hold its 44th
Annual Mary White Ovington Awards Banquet
at St. Timothy Community Church’s Fellowship
Hall in Gary, Indiana.

This annual event is a major fundraiser for
the Gary branch of the NAACP. The funds
generated through this activity, and others like
it, go directly to the organization’s needed pro-
grams and advocacy efforts. In addition, the
dinner serves to update and keep the commu-
nity aware of the activities, accomplishments,
and accolades of the local and national chap-
ters of the NAACP on an annual basis.

The featured speaker at this gala event will
be Dr. Mary Steele. Dr. Steele is the Super-
intendent of the Gary Community School Cor-
poration. This is a celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of the Brown vs. Board of Education,
the 75th Birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the 39th Anniversary of the Voting Rights
Act. This year's theme is “The Race Is On.
The Time Is Now.” The NAACP Gary Branch
will honor members of the community that
have contributed to the cause of civil rights,
labor and industry, the community, and its or-
ganization.

On February 12, 1909, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People
was founded by a multiracial group of activ-
ists, and their goal among many was to se-
cure the political, economic, and social rights
of all African Americans. For more than 95
years, the NAACP built and grew on the col-
lective courage of thousands of people. As the
Nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organi-
zation, the NAACP has worked successfully
with allies of all races who believe in and
stand for the principles on which the organiza-
tion was founded. Throughout its history,
some of America’s greatest minds have
worked to effect change.

The Gary NAACP was organized by a group
of residents that felt there was a need for an
organization that would monitor and defend
the rights of African Americans in Northwest
Indiana. The national organization, of which
the Gary branch is a member, focuses on pro-
viding better and more positive ways of ad-
dressing the important issues facing minorities
in social and job-related settings. Like the na-
tional organization, the Gary branch of the
NAACP serves its community by combating in-
justice, discrimination, and unfair treatment in
our society.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to the members of the Gary NAACP for the ef-
forts, activities, and leadership that these out-
standing men and women have championed
to improve the quality of life for all residents of
Indiana’s First Congressional District.



October 7, 2004
TRIBUTE TO DALLAS CHAFFINS

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Dallas Chaffins, an
upstanding resident of the Fifth Congressional
District of Kentucky. Chaffins, a 73-year-old
coal miner in Eastern Kentucky, has been
working underground for 56 years without ever
having a lost-time injury. This remarkable ac-
complishment has earned him numerous
awards and commendations, and | believe he
deserves our recognition as well.

Born in Big Rock, Virginia, Dallas Chaffins
started working in the coal mines on April 5,
1948, at the Buchanan Coal Company. Al-
though he was only 17-years-old then, he had
already been working for 6 years with his fa-
ther in the timber industry. It's obvious that
Dallas had a strong work ethic instilled in him
from the time he was a little boy.

Throughout the next 6 decades, Dallas
worked determinedly in the mines. During his
career, he only took 2 years off, from October
1951 to October 1953, so he could serve his
country in the United States Marine Corps.

And he’s not quite ready to throw in his hel-
met yet.

He still rises each morning long before the
sun does and heads to the mines to greet his
coworkers with a handshake and a smile. You
see, Dallas is known as much for his friendly
disposition as he is his impeccable safety
record. He attributes this characteristic to his
devout faith in God. “I believe if a person
keeps his own conscience clean that he will
shine on the outside,” he recently told a re-
porter for a Kentucky newspaper. “| think the
Lord has blessed me with this. Yes, | give him
all the credit.”

In addition to being a friend and mentor,
and source of joy to countless miners through-
out the years, Chaffins has reared 12 children
and now enjoys spending time with 26 grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues
and myself, | want to congratulate Dallas
Chaffins on 56 years of tireless, careful serv-
ice in the mines. His hard work and integrity
is an inspiration to others, both young and old,
and Eastern Kentucky is a better place be-
cause of him.

———

HONORING DR. ROGER W.
LITWILLER

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a leader in the field of medi-
cine and an outstanding citizen of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, Roger W. Litwiller, M.D.

Dr. Litwiller soon will complete his term as
national president of the American Society of
Anesthesiologists (ASA). It is my pleasure to
recognize one of the Roanoke Valley’s own as
the 2003—2004 president of this prestigious
national organization that is recognized world-
wide for its outstanding work in improving pa-
tient safety.
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Founded in 1905, ASA is the predominant
professional organization representing more
than 39,000 anesthesiologists. Since its found-
ing, ASA has been the leader in the develop-
ment of patient safety standards and guide-
lines for the delivery of safe patient care be-
fore, during and after surgery. Efforts on the
part of the organization and its members are
recognized throughout the scientific and med-
ical communities. The Institute of Medicine, in
its 1999 report on medical errors, recognized
the successes of organized anesthesiology in
improving patient outcomes.

Anesthesiologists either directly administer
or supervise 90 percent of all anesthetics per-
formed throughout this country, in hospitals
and outpatient surgical centers, and in urban
and rural areas. Besides the operating room,
anesthesiologists are often found treating pa-
tients’ pain and delivering critical medical care
to patients in hospital intensive care units,
emergency rooms and diagnostic facilities.

Dr. Litwiller received his medical degree
from the University of Florida College of Medi-
cine in Gainesville, Florida, and completed his
anesthesiology residency at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, and
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia.

He is currently a staff anesthesiologist for
Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital, Roanoke,
Virginia; Montgomery Regional Hospital,
Blacksburg, Virginia; and Carilion Brambleton
Ambulatory Surgery Center. He has worked in
the private practice of anesthesiology in Roa-
noke, Virginia for more than 30 years.

Dr. Litwiller has served the Virginia Society
of Anesthesiologists as president, newsletter
editor and member of the Board of Directors.

For ASA, Dr. Litwiller has served as presi-
dent-elect, first vice president, delegate, direc-
tor, and chair of the committees on Finance,
Governmental Affairs and Physician Re-
sources. During his tenure as ASA president,
Dr. Litwiller has made unparalleled strides in
bringing together the various practitioners in
medicine—from the operating room to the crit-
ical care suite and beyond—who share patient
safety as their common goal. He has worked
tirelessly with other organizations representing
those who care for patients, and has involved
ASA in numerous campaigns to improve sur-
gical care.

Through the ASA Expert Witness Review
process, he has also worked to ensure the ac-
curacy of testimony given in malpractice suits,
thereby helping to address the medical liability
crisis.

He has spoken to countless groups all over
the country to promote ASA’s work, to ensure
the future of academic programs in anesthesi-
ology, and to tackle any threat to the contin-
ued development of science and research
held so dear by this specialty.

Over the last year he united the professional
associations providing the vast majority of an-
esthesia care in this country by identifying
common goals. This cooperation between an-
esthesiologists and certified registered nurse
anesthetists resulted in efforts such as joint
statements on clinical issues, visits to regu-
latory officials in Washington, D.C., and work
with the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations on patient safety
matters.

He has been guided by a vision of compas-
sion, science, and political involvement as the
cornerstones of the practice of anesthesiology,
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and in so doing has set an enduring example
and created a legacy for his colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Roger W. Litwiller, M.D.,
for his notable career achievements, his ex-
emplary leadership, his dedication to patient
safety, and his legacy which will benefit the
patients of today as well as tomorrow.

———————

POLITICAL RELATIONS BETWEEN
PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED
STATES

HON. ANIBAL ACEVEDO-VILA

OF PUERTO RICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. ACEVEDO-VILA. Mr. Speaker, the polit-
ical status of Puerto Rico, and its relationship
with the United States, is of great importance
to the people of Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico has
enjoyed Commonwealth status since 1952.
One of the virtues of Commonwealth is pre-
cisely the fact that it possesses the flexibility
to change the political status of Puerto Rico
vis-a-vis the U.S., either within the framework
of Commonwealth, or if the people choose
other status options such as Statehood or
Independence. Of course, Puerto Rico would
work with the U.S. Congress towards imple-
menting whichever option the people choose.

Since its creation, Commonwealth has been
the preferred status option among the people
of Puerto Rico. However, the people of Puerto
Rico have failed in its previous efforts to im-
prove Commonwealth because the different
initiatives in Puerto Rico, as well as in this
Congress, to deal with the status issue have
not translated into concrete actions to imple-
ment the will of the people of Puerto Rico. Ex-
perience has shown that in order to have a
true exercise of self-determination, we must
work hard at achieving consensus among the
people of Puerto Rico as to the process to-
wards self-determination, in spite of our dif-
ferences with regard to individual status pref-
erences.

Hence, the Legislature of Puerto Rico ap-
proved Senate Concurrent Resolution 107 on
July 22, 2004 which sets forth the public policy
of said body that a Constitutional Assembly on
Status is the preferred approach through
which to exercise self-determination con-
cerning the status of Puerto Rico and ac-
knowledges these past failed attempts to deal
with the status issue, recognizes the con-
sensus among the people of Puerto Rico to
effectively exercise their right to self-deter-
mination, and adopts the public policy that the
Constitutional Assembly on Status is the best
approach through which to exercise self-deter-
mination.

Accordingly, the Legislature of Puerto Rico
has agreed to study and prepare legislation for
the people to decide whether the Constitu-
tional Assembly on Status is their preferred
mechanism to deal with the status issue.
Other mechanisms will be presented to the
people. Thus the people will ultimately choose
their preferred process. The legislation will
also include the mechanisms through which
delegates to the Assembly are elected, and
will provide for its organization, if it is the op-
tion favored by voters.

At the same time, Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 107 orders the Puerto Rico Senate and
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House Judiciary Committees to prepare a
study and report with bills for the celebration
of a referendum regarding the Constitutional
Assembly, authorization of funds, and related
matters. Such bills would guarantee the effec-
tive participation of representatives of the polit-
ical parties and civil society; that the proposals
to be considered by the people must stem
from the principle of sovereignty in the future
relationship of Puerto Rico and must be de-
fined as being outside of the Territorial Clause
of the U.S. Constitution; that the Constitutional
Assembly must have attributes of deliberation
and negotiation vis-a-vis the U.S. Government;
and that every determination by the Assembly
must be subject to ratification by the people
through a referendum. The Committees shall
issue its report by December 31, 2004, and it
will thus be submitted for the consideration of
the next Legislative Session.

Mr. Speaker, the Popular Democratic Party
of Puerto Rico and | personally support the
creation of a Constitutional Assembly on Sta-
tus in order to deal with the status issue be-
cause it embodies the principle that it is the
people of Puerto Rico who must decide their
preferred political status, and that the process
should be initiated in Puerto Rico. Therefore,
we have made a commitment to initiate this
process during the first half of 2005. At the
same time, we recognize that even though this
process is to be initiated in Puerto Rico, it
cannot and should not be isolated from Wash-
ington. That is why, early in the process, Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution 107 mandates noti-
fying the White House, the President’s Task
Force on Puerto Rico’s Status and the U.S.
Congress of said Resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to, as requested
by the Puerto Rico Legislature and in compli-
ance with Article 6 of Senate Concurrent Res-
olution 107, notify this Congress of said Reso-
lution by placing the English-language trans-
lation of Senate Concurrent Resolution 107,
along with its certification, into the RECORD at
this time. | am also sending a copy of Senate
Concurrent Resolution, and its certification, to
the U.S. Senate, the President of the United
States, the President’s Task Force on Puerto
Rico’s Status, and the United Nations’ Special
Committee on Decolonization.

Mr. Speaker, | am confident that the people
of Puerto Rico will soon be able to truly exer-
cise their right to self-determination in a mean-
ingful manner, one in which the outcome will
be a product of the democratic tradition we so
dearly cherish.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 107
(To consign the public policy of the Legisla-
ture of Puerto Rico in facing and attending
to the urgent need to review the political
relations between Puerto Rico and the

United States through a Constitutional As-

sembly on Status elected by the people in

the exercise of the natural right to self-de-

termination and sovereignty, and to ini-

tiate its organizational process)
STATEMENT OF MOTIVES

The right of the People to freely choose
their system of government and their polit-
ical destiny in relation to the other coun-
tries is an inalienable natural right: neither
can legislation contrary to this right be ad-
mitted nor can a regime or legislation con-
trary to the full exercise of this right be ad-
mitted. This is thus consigned in several res-
olutions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations Organization applicable to
Puerto Rico.

The regime of the political relations be-
tween Puerto Rico and the United States of
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America remained subject for future delib-
eration since the conclusion of the delibera-
tions of the Constitutional Convention on
the political status of the People of Puerto
Rico in 1952, which drafted the Constitution
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. This
by virtue of Public Law 600 of the 81st Con-
gress of the United States of 1950, adopted in
a referendum held in Puerto Rico, which lim-
ited the deliberative and governmental
framework of the Constitutional Convention
from 1951 to 1952.

The Constitutional Convention of 1952 ex-
pressed through Resolution No. 23 that: ‘““The
People of Puerto Rico reserve the right to
propose and accept modifications in the
terms of its relations with the United States
of America, in order that these relations
may at all times be the expression of an
agreement freely entered into between the
People of Puerto Rico and the United States
of America.” (Enacted February 4, 1952, and
forwarded to the President of the United
States).

This expression, based on a natural and
constitutional right and of the highest demo-
cratic nature, was subsequently incorporated
by the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions Organization in its Resolution 748
(VIII) of November, 1953, regarding the docu-
ments submitted by the United States Gov-
ernment on the Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. It is thus stated in its
ninth enabling paragraph where it is ex-
pressed, ‘‘its assurance that, in accordance
with the spirit of the present Resolution...
due regard will be paid to the will of both the
Puerto Rican and American peoples ... in the
eventuality that either of the parties to the
mutually agreed association may desire any
change in the terms of this association.”

Since the effectiveness of the present sta-
tus of political relationship between Puerto
Rico and the United States, untiring efforts
have been made to review the political sta-
tus issue of Puerto Rico and the scope of the
relationship with the United States of Amer-
ica. Specifically, in 1967, a consultation proc-
ess of the people was held in which the ma-
jority of the participants reaffirmed their
support to the Commonwealth option, and
subsequently, in 1993, a second plebiscite was
held, and once again the Commonwealth op-
tion was favored. Finally, in 1998, a new pleb-
iscite was held in which the Legislature of
Puerto Rico, and not the political parties or
the representative groups of specific
ideologies, defined the status options to be
presented to the people. In said plebiscite,
the ‘“None of the Above’ option was favored.

Likewise, in the past fifty-two years sev-
eral efforts have been made to have the
United States Congress enact legislation
that would allow further the discussion of
this issue. Specifically, we take notice of the
efforts made through the Status Commission
during the decades of the 60s and 70s; and
from 1989 to 1991 by the U.S. Senate Re-
sources Committee, and in the mid 90s, by
the U.S. House of Representatives Resources
Committee. None of these efforts was able to
produce legislation that would effectively at-
tend the discussion of status.

Having repeatedly approached through dec-
ades diverse methods, the Legislature of
Puerto Rico, exercising its powers and fac-
ulties pursuant to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, proposes a
consultation of the people so that they may
determine the procedural mechanism they
deem proper to deal with the issue of the po-
litical status of Puerto Rico, and the scope
of the relationship with the United States of
America. In this referendum a constitutional
assembly will be presented as an alternative.

More than fifty years have elapsed since
the establishment of the present status, and
considering the manifest expressions of all
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representative sectors of the country on the
need to make changes to the present rela-
tionship, it is proper for this Legislature to
consult the people in order to initiate the
process to elect an adequate mechanism to
deal with the political status of Puerto Rico
and its relationship with the United States
of America: be it

Resolved by the Legislature of Puerto Rico:
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.—Statement of Public Policy.

It is hereby declared that the People of
Puerto Rico have the inalienable natural
right to self-determination and political sov-
ereignty. In accordance thereto, this Legisla-
ture declares that, upon the failure of sev-
eral processes for the exercise of this right,
it is imperative for the people to exercise the
same through a Constitutional Assembly on
the status of the relationship between Puer-
to Rico and the United States of America.

Section 2.—The Legislature acknowledges
the Report rendered on March 11, 2002, as di-
rected by Senate Resolution 201 and House
Resolution 3873, both recommending the
mechanism of an Assembly of the People to
consider the status issue.

Section 3.—It is proper to study and draft
the legislation for the people to decide on
the desirability of calling a Constitutional
Assembly on Status. The legislation shall in-
clude the mechanisms to implement the
election of delegates and the organization of
the Constitutional Assembly on Status, if it
is favored at the polls.

Section 4.—The Committee on the Judici-
ary of both Bodies shall prepare a study and
report which shall contain projects of law for
holding a referendum on the calling of said
Constitutional Assembly, appropriation of
funds, and every other measure or process
needed to implement this public policy. The
following shall be assured:

(a) The effective participation of the rep-
resentatives of the political parties and the
civil society.

(b) That the proposals to be submitted to
the consideration of the people arise from
the principle of sovereignty in the future po-
litical relationships of Puerto Rico, and be
as such defined outside of the territorial
clause of the Constitution of the United
States of America.

(c) That the Assembly shall enjoy delibera-
tive and negotiation attributes with the
United States Government.

(d) That every determination of the Assem-
bly shall be subject to ratification by the
people at a referendum.

Section 5.—The Committee shall render its
report before December 31, 2004, and thereby
be submitted for the consideration of the
next Regular Legislature.

Section 6.—A copy of this Concurrent Res-
olution, together with the results of the vote
for its approval, shall be certified by the Of-
fice of the Secretary and of the Clerk of both
Chambers, and remitted to the Special
Decolonization Committee of the United Na-
tions General Assembly, to the White House
Interagency Committee on the Status of
Puerto Rico, and to the Congress of the
United States of America.

Section 7.—This Concurrent Resolution
shall take effect upon its approval and con-
stitutes public policy until its repeal or im-
plemented.

I, José Ariel Nazario-Alvarez, Secretary of
the Senate of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, hereby certify that the enclosed docu-
ment is a true and exact copy of S. Conc. R.
107 approved on July 22 of 2004.
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HONORING BERNARD HOPKINS

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Philadelphia’s own, Bernard “The
Executioner” Hopkins. Mr. Speaker, my home-
town is one of the greatest sports cities in the
world. We have honored many champions
over the years. But none of them is more re-
vered than the undisputed Middleweight
Champion of the world, Bernard Hopkins.

Bernard always dreamed of being a cham-
pion. He first showed his championship form
at an early age, winning the Pennsylvania
Junior Olympics at age nine. Mr. Speaker,
Bernard Hopkins’ name is frequently and prop-
erly mentioned in the same breath as the best
middleweights in history. Men like Sugar Ray
Robinson, Carlos Monzon and Marvelous
Marvin Hagler. Even his latest opponent,
Oscar De La Hoya once said that Hopkins is
“one of the great talents we’'ve had in this
generation.” De La Hoya, who lost and was
ko’d by a Hopkins left hook to the body, called
the champ one of the top 5 boxers in history.
And, like his championship, that description is
undisputed. After all, he has won 45 profes-
sional bouts, 32 by knockout.

Let’s put his record into perspective. Carlos
Monzon formerly held the seemingly unbreak-
able record for successful title defenses, beat-
ing back 14 attempts to take his crown. But,
Hopkins shattered that record back in 2002.
Altogether, he has successfully defended his
title 19 times since January, 1996.

This record is historic and he should be
proud of it. But, Mr. Speaker, Philadelphians
don’t simply love and respect Bernard Hopkins
the fighter. They love and respect Bernard
Hopkins the man. He rose from humble begin-
nings to reach greatness. And he never left
behind the city of his birth.

Bernard is a true role model. He works tire-
lessly with offenders, especially youth, to help
them get on and stay on the straight and nar-
row. He is a husband and a father and great
American.

Mr. Speaker, | know that all my colleagues
join me in honoring a great champion, and an
even greater person, Bernard Hopkins.

————

LETTERS FROM A MARINE
OFFICER

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
submit for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD two
letters that were forwarded to me by Bill and
Bonnie Nofsinger. Their nephew, 1st Lt. Rob-
ert . Nofsinger, is stationed in Irag with the
United States Marine Corps.

Lieutenant Nofsinger's letters contradict
much of what has been reported in the na-
tional news media about the war on terror in
Iraq. Reports have led some Americans to
conclude that all of Iraq is in turmoil and de-
spair, which is not supported by the facts.
Much of the country is making the successful
transition to stability.
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Lt. Nofsinger writes:

“When you watch the news and see dooms-
day predictions and spiteful opinions about our
efforts over here, you can refute them by
knowing that we are doing a tremendous
amount of good. So spread the word.”

Mr. Speaker, | will follow Lt. Nofsinger's ad-
vice and spread the word by submitting his el-
oquent and heartfelt letters for my colleagues
and others to read.

HELLO EVERYONE: I am taking time to ask
you all for your help. First off, I'd like to say
that this is not a political message. I'm not
concerned about domestic politics right now.
We have much bigger things to deal with,
and we need your help.

It seems that despite the tremendous and
heroic efforts of the men and women serving
here in Iraq to bring much needed peace and
stability to this region, we are losing the
war of perception with the media and Amer-
ican people.

Our enemy has learned that the key to de-
feating the mighty American military is by
swaying public opinion at home and abroad.
We are a people that cherish the democratic
system of government and therefore hold the
will of the people in the highest regard. We
love to criticize ourselves almost to an end-
less degree, because we care what others
think. Our enemies see this as a weakness
and are trying to exploit it.

When we ask ourselves questions like,
“Why do they hate us?” or ‘“What did we do
wrong?’’ we are playing into our enemies’
hands. Our natural tendency to question our-
selves is being used against us to undermine
our effort to do good in the world. How far
would we have gotten if after the surprise at-
tacks on December 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor,
we would have asked, “Why do the Japanese
hate us so much?”’ or ‘““How can we change
ourselves so that they won’t do that again?”’

Here in Iraq the enemy is trying very hard
to portray our efforts as failing and fruitless.
They kill innocents and desecrate their bod-
ies in hopes that the people back home will
lose the will to fight for liberty. They are
betting on our perceived weakness as a
thoughtful, considerate people. Unfortu-
nately our media only serves to further their
cause. In an industry that feeds on ratings
and bad news, a failure in Iraq would be a
goldmine. When our so-called ‘‘trusted’
American media takes a quote from an Iraqi
doctor as the gospel truth over that of the
men and women that are daily fighting to
protect the right to freedom of the press, you
know something is wrong. That doctor
claimed that of the 600 Iragis who were cas-
ualties of the fighting in Fallujah, the vast
majority of them were women, children and
the elderly. This is totally absurd. In the his-
tory of man, no one has spent more time and
effort, often to the detriment of our own
mission, to be more discriminate in our tar-
geting of the enemy than the American mili-
tary. The Marines and Soldiers serving in
Iraq have gone through extensive training in
order to avoid shedding innocent blood.

Yet, despite all of this, our media consist-
ently sides with those who openly lie and di-
rectly challenge the honor of our brave he-
roes fighting for liberty and peace. What we
have to remember is that peace is not de-
fined as an absence of war. It is the presence
of liberty, stability, and prosperity. In the
face of the horrendous tyranny of the former
Iraqi regime, the only way true peace was
able to come to this region was through
force. That is what the American Revolution
was all about. Have we forgotten?

Freedom is not free and ‘‘peace’” without
principle is not peace. The peace that so-
called ‘‘peace advocates’ support can only be
brought to Iraq through the military. And
we are doing it, if only the world will let us!
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If the American people believe we are fail-
ing, even if we are not, then we will ulti-
mately fail. That is why I am asking for
your support. Become a voice of truth in
your community. Wherever you are, fight
the enemy’s lies. Don’t buy into pessimism
and apathy and say that it is hopeless, that
they hate us too much, that this part of the
world is just too messed up and it is our fault
anyway, that we are to blame.

Whether you’re in Middle School, working
a 9-5 job, retired or a stay-at-home mom,
you can make a huge difference! There is
nothing more powerful than the truth. So,
when you watch the news and see doomsday
predictions and spiteful opinions about our
efforts over here, you can refute them by
knowing that we are doing a tremendous
amount of good. Spread the word. No one is
poised to make such an amazing contribu-
tion to the everyday lives of Iraqis and the
rest of the Arab world than the American
Armed Forces. By making this a place where
liberty can finally grow, we are making the
whole world safer.

Your efforts at home are directly tied to
our success. You are the soldiers at home
fighting the war of perception. So I'm asking
you as fellow soldiers to do your duty; stop
the attempts of the enemy wherever you are.
You are a mighty force for good, because
truth is on your side.

Together we will win this fight and ensure
a better world for the future.

God Bless and Semper Fidelis,
1sT LT. ROBERT L. NOFSINGER USMC.

DEAR FRIENDS: Well, my unit has come to
the end of its time here in Iraq and I wanted
to send a final note. During the past seven
months 3rd Battalion 11th Marines has ac-
complished much. Our artillery Battalion
was given the mission of convoy security and
provisional MP (Military Police) duties.
From that mission gnaw other duties and we
eventually ended up accomplishing a wide
range of tasks.

We were assigned to assist the Iraqi Border
Patrol along the Saudi Arabian border.
Along with that came the responsibility to
care for the nearby town of Nukhayb. It is a
fairly small town that had been ravaged by
two wars, 12 years of sanctions, and a tyran-
nical government that neglected its basic
needs. Over the course of seven months, our
small civil affairs section was able to spend
roughly $1.3 million on the infrastructure,
people of Nukhayb and outlying areas. The
projects included the following:

Hospital renovation and medical supplies;
school refurbishment; water supply improve-
ment; sanitation equipment; regional fire de-
partment; agricultural cooperative; multiple
power generators and transformers; equip-
ment and gear for local Iraqi Security
Forces; electrical rewiring; refurbishment of
local government buildings; establishment of
employment programs; and local mosque re-
furbishment.

Nukhayb is now a thriving active commu-
nity with a renewed sense of direction. The
local economy is rapidly increasing and is al-
ready far beyond where it was at any time
during the past 30 years. 3/11’s main mission
was to provide convoy security for military
and non-military convoys throughout Iraq.
This was done with the utmost patience and
professionalism. The Marines of 3/11 being
trained as artillerymen, performed tremen-
dously as provisional infantrymen without
skipping a beat. As this war has only further
proven, Artillerymen are the ‘‘go to” Ma-
rines of the Marine Corps. In the end 3/11 was
responsible for escorting hundreds upon hun-
dreds of vital convoys throughout the the-
ater.

In addition to this responsibility 3/11 was
asked to supervise and run a provincial Iraqi
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Security College where Iraqi Security Forces
were trained to take control of their coun-
try. The college was so successful that it is
now entirely run by Iraqis.

Continuing the Military Police role 3/11
also maintained and operated a provincial
detention facility where detainees were
treated with respect and humanity. Long be-
fore incidents at other prisons in Iraq were
discovered, 3/11 set the highest of possible
standards in the country for quality of care
and facility conditions. The detention facil-
ity has been heralded as a hallmark in our
area of operations and brings much praise to
the battalion.

All along the way 3/11 was asked to step
outside its area of expertise and provide the
highest level of performance, and each time
the expectations were met and exceeded. Few
units if any can claim to have accomplished
such a wide variety of missions in such a
short period of time. The Marines of 3rd Bat-
talion 11th Marines can return home to their
loved ones knowing they provided absolutely
vital contributions to the war in Iraq. The
Iraqi people have never known liberty in
their entire history and now they finally
have a chance to live free. With Marines and
soldiers out there like those from 3/11, the
war on terror will be definitively won and
the world will know a higher level of freedom
and prosperity than it has ever known. I per-
sonally want to thank each of you who have
supported me through this journey. I will
never be able to put into words, my apprecia-
tion for all you have done for me. My defini-
tion of family has grown exponentially since
being over here and I thank you. But more
than just your personal support I am grate-
ful for your support of the cause. Not every-
one in America is educated enough to under-
stand the full importance of what we are
doing in this part of the world and I am so
thankful that you all do. Freedom and lib-
erty are fragile and America seems to be one
of the only countries actively fighting to en-
sure that they do not perish from this earth.
Your continued efforts at home are much
needed in spreading the truth. Together we
will win this fight and secure a better future
for the whole world.

God Bless and Semper Fidelis,
18T LiT. ROBERT L. NOFSINGER USMC.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE LET
PARENTS RAISE THEIR KIDS ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Let Parents Raise Their Kids Act. This bill
forbids Federal funds from being used for any
universal or mandatory mental-health screen-
ing of students without the express, written,
voluntary, informed consent of their parents or
legal guardians. This bill protects the funda-
mental right of parents to direct and control
the upbringing and education of their children.

The New Freedom Commission on Mental
Health has recommended that the Federal
government adopt a comprehensive system of
mental-health screening for all Americans. The
commission recommends the government im-
plement universal or mandatory mental-health
screening in public schools as a prelude to ex-
panding it to the general public. However, nei-
ther the commission’s report nor any related
mental-health screening proposal requires pa-
rental consent before a child is subjected to
mental-health screening. Federally funded uni-
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versal or mandatory mental-health screening
in schools without parental consent could lead
to labeling more children as “ADD” or “hyper-
active” and thus force more children to take
psychotropic drugs, such as Ritalin, against
their parents’ wishes.

Already, too many children are suffering
from being prescribed psychotropic drugs for
nothing more than children’s typical rambunc-
tious behavior. According to the Journal of the
American Medical Association, there was a
300-percent increase in psychotropic drug use
in two to four year old children from 1991 to
1995!

Many children have suffered harmful side
effects from using psychotropic drugs. Some
of the possible side effects include mania, vio-
lence, dependence, and weight gain. Yet, par-
ents are already being threatened with child
abuse charges if they resist efforts to drug
their children. Imagine how much easier it will
be to drug children against their parents’ wish-
es if a Federal mental-health screener makes
the recommendation.

Universal or mandatory mental-health
screening could also provide a justification for
stigmatizing children from families that support
traditional values. Even the authors of mental-
health diagnosis manuals admit that mental-
health diagnoses are subjective and based on
social constructions. Therefore, it is all too
easy for a psychiatrist to label a person’s dis-
agreement with the psychiatrist’s political be-
liefs a mental disorder. For example, a feder-
ally funded school violence prevention pro-
gram lists “intolerance” as a mental problem
that may lead to school violence. Because “in-
tolerance” is often a code word for believing in
traditional values, children who share their
parents’ values could be labeled as having
mental problems and a risk of causing vio-
lence. If the mandatory mental-health screen-
ing program applies to adults, everyone who
believes in traditional values could have his or
her beliefs stigmatized as a sign of a mental
disorder. Taxpayer dollars should not support
programs that may label those who adhere to
traditional values as having a “mental dis-
order.”

Mr. Speaker, universal or mandatory men-
tal-health screening threatens to undermine
parents’ right to raise their children as the par-
ents see fit. Forced mental-health screening
could also endanger the health of children by
leading to more children being improperly
placed on psychotropic drugs, such as Ritalin,
or stigmatized as “mentally ill” or a risk of
causing violence because they adhere to tradi-
tional values. Congress has a responsibility to
the nation’s parents and children to stop this
from happening. |, therefore, urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor the Let Raise Their Kids
Act.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
DONALD GLENN BROTZMAN

HON. JOEL HEFLEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 6, 2004

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
recognize and remember the life of former Re-
publican Congressman Donald Brotzman of
Colorado, who recently passed away at the
age of 82. Congressman Brotzman honorably
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represented Colorado’s second Congressional
District from 1962 through 1975, during some
of this great nation’s most tumultuous and try-
ing times.

He was born June 28, 1922 on a farm in
Logan County, on Colorado’s eastern plains.
Both a musician and three-sport athlete at
Sterling High School, Don Brotzman won a
football scholarship